Introduction
Confrère Djamchid Momtaz was President of the Programme Committee of the Institut de droit international (IDI) for several years. I was given the task of rapporteur dealing with sunken warships (9th Commission) in Santiago, Chile during Professor Momtaz' Presidency. This essay, which draws on the work I did for the IDI as Rapporteur, is a tribute to him for his 75th birthday.
Sunken war vessels have attracted the attention of several people. First, treasure hunters seek them because often vessels have on board valuable cargo such as bullion or other gold artefacts and coins. Progress in marine exploration over the past 30 years has permitted the recovery of wrecks and their cargo in very deep waters. The second category of persons interested in the recovery and conservation of sunken vessels is marine archaeologists who are concerned about the commercial exploitation of the wrecks that are testimony of ancient civilisations. The third category is represented by international lawyers, who have tried to regulate an issue previously almost unregulated. The literature is now flourishing and more writing is to be expected with the centenary of World War I, a conflict that saw wide recourse to submarine warfare and the sinking of a huge number of ships. The final factor prompting interest in sunken vessels is the IDI Resolution adopted at the Tallinn 
